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Wake Forest University                                                                                  
Professor Mark Vail

Fall 2021                                                                                                       


320 Kirby Hall

Class meetings – MW 12:30-1:45
Telephone: (336) 758-5456

Classroom – Kirby Hall B01B


             

                 
E-mail:vailm@wfu.edu



Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 









             10:30-11:30 and by appointment
POLC 230
THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN EUROPE
This course focuses on the historical antecedents of modern West European politics, with an emphasis on the social and economic bases of 20th-century régime outcomes. It explores the political development of four major European countries—Great Britain, France, Germany, and Italy—with particular attention to contrasting responses to economic, social, and political challenges since the middle ages, including the commercialization of agriculture, the consolidation and dissolution of political régimes, democratization, and industrialization.  At a time when representative democracy is under threat across both developing and advanced industrial countries and fascism and other forms of authoritarian regimes pose serious threats to advanced democracies for the first time in decades, this course investigates the sources and weaknesses of democratic politics in historical context, suggesting possible lessons for our time. Students should emerge from this course with both knowledge of the broad historical outlines of political and economic developments in each of the four countries and an enhanced capacity to adjudicate among rival explanations of democratic and anti-democratic politics in a range of political, social, and economic contexts.
No computers, phones, or any other electronic devices may be used in class for any reason, except documented and approved cases of student accommodation through the Office of Disability Services.  Any such devices on your person must be off (e.g., not merely on silent) and put completely away.  Those who do not respect this requirement will be asked to leave class and will receive a reduction in their class-participation grade.

One of the requirements of this course will be an analytical essay on a topic provided by the instructor. I take writing very seriously.  I therefore strongly suggest that you begin early on your essay, edit multiple drafts, and proofread carefully before submitting it.  Grammar, diction, and style all shape the effectiveness of your writing and, as a result, will affect your grade.  Consult William Strunk, Jr., and E. B. White, The Elements of Style, for helpful hints regarding written expression.  Joseph M. Williams and Gregory G. Colomb, The Craft of Argument provides an excellent overview of the art of effective persuasive writing.

Please refer to the Wake Forest Honor Code for details on plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. If you have any questions, please ask me.  I will enforce the Honor Code strictly and deal severely with violations of any kind.  
Attendance is a required component of academic performance, though attendance alone is not sufficient for earning a good participation grade.

Requirements (and weighting in final grade)

1. An in-class midterm exam (25%) 

2. An analytical essay of 8-10 pages, double spaced, on a choice of topics to be provided (30%)

3. Active, informed participation; attendance will be counted towards this total (10%)

4. An in-class final exam, covering material from the entire course (35%)

Reading Assignments
All reading assignments are to be completed by the beginning of the relevant week as indicated on the syllabus. Periodic, unannounced reading quizzes will be administered and will become part of the participation grade.  Most of the readings for the course will be on Canvas.  In addition, the following required texts are available in the bookstore and should be purchased:
1. Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Boston: Beacon, 1964).

2. Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time (Boston: Beacon, 2001 [1944]).
3. Roger Price, A Concise History of France, 3rd. ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014).
4. Christopher Duggan, A Concise History of Italy, 2nd ed. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014).
All books are assigned in hard copy, and the pages listed are taken from those versions, specific to the editions assigned. Any student wishing to use an electronic copy or an alternative edition will be responsible for reading the correct pages as referenced in the hard-copy versions. 
INTRODUCTION

Week 1 (23-25 August): Course Objectives, Concepts, and Methods

William Sewell, “Marc Bloch and the Logic of Comparative History,” History and 


Theory: Studies in the Philosophy of History, vol. VI (Middletown, Conn.: 


Wesleyan University Press, 1967), pp. 202-218.
Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of 


Chicago Press, 1997), pp. 1-51, 160-173.
PART I: FROM FEDUDALISM TO ABSOLUTISM AND REVOLUTION
Week 2 (30 August-1 September): The Construction of Absolutist States

Otto Hintze, “Military Organization and the Organization of the State,” in Felix Gilbert, 


ed., The Historical Essays of Otto Hintze (New York: Oxford University Press, 


1975), pp. 178-215.


Gianfranco Poggi, The State: Its Nature, Development, and Prospects (Stanford, Calif.: 


Stanford University Press, 1990), pp. 34-51.


Eli Heckscher, Mercantilism, 2nd ed., trans. Mendel Shapiro (New York: Macmillan, 


1962 [1935]), vol. I, pp. 13-30.
Week 3 (6-8 September): The Commercialization of Agriculture


Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Boston: Beacon, 


1964), preface, chs. 1-2, 7-9.

Theda Skocpol, “A Critical Review of Barrington Moore’s Social Origins,” Politics and 


Society 4 (Fall 1973): 1-34.
Week 4 (13-15 September): The English Revolution and Civil War


Richard Dunn, The Age of Religious Wars, 1559-1715 (New York: W.W. Norton, 1979), 


pp. 1-9, 45-53, 164-178, 189-198.


Michael Walzer, The Revolution of the Saints: A Study in the Origins of Radical Politics 


(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1965), pp. 1-21.


Philip Taylor, ed., The Origins of the English Civil War: Conspiracy, Crusade, or Class 


Conflict? (Boston: D.C. Heath, 1960), pp. 1-19.

Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, trans. Stephen Kalberg 


(Los Angeles: Roxbury, 2002), chs. 1 and 2.
Weeks 5-6 (20-29 September): The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Empire

Roger Price, A Concise History of France, 3rd. ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2014), ch. 4.
Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, 


Russia, and China (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1979), pp. 3-43, 


47-67, 112-128.

E.J. Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution, 1789-1848 (New York: New American Library, 


1962), ch. 3.

Alexis de Tocqueville, The Old Régime and the French Revolution, trans. Stuart Gilbert 


(Garden City, N.J.: Doubleday, 1955), pp. 1-21.
NO CLASS WEDNESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER OR MONDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER

PART II: THE POLITICS OF INDUSTRIALIZATION AND DEMOCRATIZATION IN 19TH-CENTURY EUROPE
Week 7 (4-6 October): The Industrial Revolution, Late Industrialization, and Economic Growth on 
the European Continent
E.J. Hobsbawm, Industry and Empire: An Economic History of Britain since 1750 
(London: Wiedenfield and Nicolson, 1968), pp. 1-60.


Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our 


Time (Boston: Beacon, 1957 [1944]), chs. 3-8, 10-14.

Alexander Gerschenkron, “Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective,” in 


Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective: A Book of Essays (Boston: 


Harvard University Press, 1962), pp. 5-30.


Alexander Gerschenkron, Bread and Democracy in Germany (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell 


University Press, 1989 [1943]), pp. 19-55.


Tom Kemp, Industrialization in Nineteenth-Century Europe, 2nd ed. (London: Longman, 


1985), chs. 2-4, 6.
Week 8 (11-13 October): Gradual Democratization in 19th-century Britain


Gordon Craig, Europe, 1815-1914 (Hinsdale, Ill.: Dryden Press, 1972), pp. 91-116, 224-


229, 286-302.


William Maehl, ed., The Reform Bill of 1832 (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 


1967).


Perry Anderson, “The Origins of the Present Crisis,” in Perry Anderson et al., eds., 


Towards Socialism (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1966), pp. 11-52.


T.H. Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class,” in Class, Citizenship, and Social 



Development: Essays by T.H. Marshall (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 


1964), pp. 65-122.
IN-CLASS MIDTERM EXAMINATION, MONDAY, 18 OCTOBER
Weeks 9-10 (20-27 October): The Fragility of Democracy and the Search for Order in 19th-century 
France


Roger Price, A Concise History of France, 3rd. ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2014), ch. 5.

Stanley Hoffmann, “Paradoxes of the French Political Community,” in idem, ed., In 


Search of France (New York: Harper, 1963), pp. 1-21.


Two Views on Authority: Christian and Republican, passages excerpted from French 


schoolbooks.


Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France, 1870-1914 

(Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1976), chs. 1, 4, 7, 18, 20.

Adam Gopnik, “Trial of the Century,” The New Yorker, 28 September 2009, pp. 72-78.
ANALYTICAL ESSAY TOPICS DISTRIBUTED MONDAY, 18 OCTOBER

Week 11 (1-3 November): 19th-century Germany and the Bismarckian Synthesis

Gordon Craig, Europe, 1815-1914 (Hinsdale, Ill.: Dryden, 1972), pp. 44-50, 130-133, 


135-138, 204-220, 234-238, 339-360.

James J. Sheehan, ed., Imperial Germany (New York: Franklin Watts, 1976), pp. 62-92, 


180-214.

Peter Stearns, 1848: The Revolutionary Tide in Europe (New York: W.W. Norton, 


1974), ch. 7.
Week 12 (8-10 November): National Union and the Limits of Liberalism in 19th-century Italy
Christopher Duggan, A Concise History of Italy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2014), pp. 87-172.

Dante Germino and Stefano Passigli, The Government and Politics of Contemporary Italy 

(New York: Harper and Row, 1968), ch. 1.
PART III: EUROPE IN THE 20TH CENTURY
Week 13 (15-17 November): The Triumph of Fascism in Germany and Italy


Gordon Craig, Europe since 1815 (New York: Holt, Reinhart, and Winston, 1974), pp. 


387-427.

Juan Linz and Alfred Stepan, eds., The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes: Europe 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978), vol. II, chs. 1-2.


Ian Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation 


(London: Edward Arnold, 1993), pp. 17-39.

Alain Bullock, “Hitler Made the Movement,” in John Snell, ed., The Nazi Revolution 


(Boston: D.C. Heath, 1959), pp. 17-39.

William L. Shirer, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich: A History of Nazi Germany 


(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1960), chs. 5-6.

Emre Sencer, “Fear and Loathing in Berlin: German Military Culture at the Turn of the 


1930s,” German Studies Review 37, no. 1 (2014): 19-35.

ANALYTICAL ESSAYS DUE WEDNESDAY, 17 NOVEMBER

NO CLASS, MONDAY, 22 NOVEMBER

THANKSGIVING BREAK: WEDNESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER (NO CLASS) 
Week 14 (29 November-1 December): Democracy in Distress: France and Italy between the Wars

Robert O. Paxton, Vichy France: Old Guard and New Order (New York: Columbia 


University Press, 2001 [1972]), pp. 136-200.

Stanley Hoffmann, “Paradoxes of the French Political Community,” in idem, ed., In 


Search of France (New York: Harper, 1963), pp. 21-60.


J.M. Roberts, Europe, 1880-1945 (New York: Longman, 1989), pp. 395-421.


Roger Price, A Concise History of France, 3rd. ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2014), ch. 6.


Christopher Duggan, A Concise History of Italy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2014), chs. 7-8.


Suggested reading: Eugen Weber, The Hollow Years: France in the 1930s (New York: W.W. 

Norton, 1994), chs. 1-2, 6, 10.

FINAL EXAM: MONDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 2:00 PM

